
Piracy! 

Piracy is a growing problem; file-sharing in North America 
has risen 44% since 2008, and is on the rise globally. This 
problem is exacerbated by a set of developing trends which 
make content owners look like villains when they seek 
redress for stolen content. We took a look at the reasons 
behind the piracy boom in advance of the approaching Anti-
Piracy & Content Protection Summit. 

and why it’s so 
hard to fight it 

June 27-29  Los Angeles 
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“You know nothing, Jon Snow” is one of the 
most well-known lines from the hit TV 
show The Game of Thrones – the most-
pirated show of 2015. The Season 4 
premiere triggered a record rate of more 
than a million illegal downloads in half a 
day. In fact, Game of Thrones was the 
most-pirated TV show of 2015, at an 
estimated 14.4 million downloads.  
  
However, according to Game of Thrones 
director David Petrarca, piracy “may do 
more good than harm” to the success of 
the show because it generates “cultural 
buzz.” This mindset – that piracy can 
improve brand visibility and ultimately 
benefit the brand owner – extends beyond 
Hollywood.  
 
Independent video game developer Witch 
Beam sent an unfinished build of their 
game Assault Android Cactus to select 
members of the gaming press in 2014, one 
of whom leaked it to the public. The 
pirates who spread the unfinished game 
gave it a reputation for being poorly made, 
which prompted the developers to 
consider releasing an updated, more 
complete version of their game – for free, 
to the pirates. 
 
 “There’s no way to stop the game from 
being pirated, so if people are going to take 
it without paying the only way to "win" for 
the developer is to give the pirates the best 
possible version, and hope to pick up sales 
based on word of mouth” game industry 
press outlet Polygon reported. 

You know 
nothing 
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How can progress be 
made in the anti-piracy 

space when some content 
creators or content 

owners are deliberately 
complicit in illegal sharing 
of their products, either 

out of perceived necessity 
or opportunity? 
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According to a report from Communications Alliance LTD, this piracy rate would 
be lower if media was cheaper and more easily available. The price per standard-
definition episode on Australian iTunes is $2.99 AUD, versus $2.30 AUD for the 
same on US iTunes. The optimal price point suggested by the survey is $1.20 AUD, 
a world away from the AU iTunes price of $3.49 AUD per high definition episode.  
 

It’s the economy, 
stupid! 
The words which hung on Bill 
Clinton’s campaign headquarters in 
Little Rock in ‘92 apply directly to 
media piracy in Australia. The 
nation was the front-runner in 
illegal sharing of the Game of 
Thrones season 4 premiere (at 
11.6%), followed by the US (9.3%) 
and UK (5.8%). That trend has  

(Source: Communications Alliance LTD) 
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not changed for the better - an estimated 26% of Australians still get 
their media illegally.  
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Do you think lowering 
media prices and 

raising availability will 
combat piracy in a 

meaningful way? Is a 
fundamental change in 
brand owners’ business 

plans and content 
delivery practices 
necessary to fight 

piracy? 
 

The report goes on to say that 43% of 
Australians surveyed think a market-based 
approach, like making content cheaper 
and easier to access, would lower piracy 
rates, compared to only 19% who favored 
a regulatory approach. The Chief Content 
Officer of Netflix, Ted Sarandos, shares the 
market-based sentiment: 
  
“When we launch in a territory the 
Bittorrent traffic drops as the Netflix traffic 
grows. So I think people do want a great 
experience and they want access – people 
are mostly honest. The best way to combat 
piracy isn’t legislatively or criminally but by 
giving good options.” 
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Online Streaming 
Reduces Piracy – Fact or 

Fallacy? 
June 29 – 9:00 AM 
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Dr. David Price of IFPI will discuss this 
and more during his  Summit session: 

Dr. David Price 
Head of Anti-Piracy 

Research and Analysis  
IFPI 

WEIGH IN ON LINKEDIN 
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Netflix is increasing attempts to block 
Australian users from accessing its 
overseas libraries via proxies (known as 
geo-dodging).  
 
This move has led Australian subscribers 
to take to Twitter, threatening to cancel 
their subscriptions, eminently because the 
Australian library is much smaller than 
the US and UK libraries. If the disgruntled 
Aussies do cancel, they have a replacement 
waiting; the Pirate Bay has partnered with 
Torrents Time to launch Netflix-esque 
streaming capabilities.  
 
The technology requires no subscription, 
and works as a web browser plug-in which 
can turn any torrent site into a streaming 
service.  
  
A legal threat against Torrents Time by 
Dutch anti-piracy group BREIN was met 
with a stonewall – Torrents Time claims 
BREIN’s allegation of abetting piracy is 
“unsubstantiated, false and illegal” as the 
company has no control over whether or 
not the streaming service is used for illegal 
activities.  
 
It’s just as tough to put the consumer on 
the hook as it is the pirate. Media & 
entertainment lawyer Shaun Miller put it 
best:  
 
“Given the limited resources of Australian 
law-enforcing authorities, it would be 
impractical to deem millions of Australians 
who illegally download or stream content 
to be law-breaking citizens and bring legal 
action against each person.” 

The Streaming  
Dutchman 

Many pirates are 
creative and proactive 
in exploiting regulatory 

loopholes. Is there a 
way to cut through the 
legal quagmire to give 

content owners 
recourse, or will this 

continue to be an 
indefinite case of 
whack-a-mole? 
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The United States has more legal recourse 
for content owners than Australia. 
However, owners suing individual pirates 
is still uncommon, primarily because it 
makes the creators look bad. Digital 
activist Geordie Guy puts it well: 
  
"Record labels and movie studios are 
aware that suing their customers isn't 
astonishingly good PR and proving the 
cases is actually harder than you'd think.  

The court of public opinion 

According to research on piracy by DvD software company Cyberlink:  
 
• 27% of respondents admitted to illegally downloading and 

consuming media 
 

• 21% of Americans have ‘no remorse’ about consuming illegal 
media 
 

• 55% state that their remorse goes away if they have paid for 
the downloaded content in the past 
 

• 67% see nothing wrong with downloading content if it’s not 
for commercial use 

Rolling up to court with a big list of IP addresses can result, and has 
resulted, in accidental suing of dead people, technology-illiterate 
grandmothers and university laser printers." 
  
  This displays perhaps the broadest difficulty when it comes to stopping piracy: 
consumers don’t take content theft seriously. 
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Most respondents didn’t view personal 
piracy as an issue - the majority of pirates 
are not turning around and burning DVDs to 
sell on the black market, they’re interested 
in consuming the stolen content. Therefore, 
it’s not seen as ‘theft’. And these pirate 
consumers are backed by professionals – 
discussing the situation in Australia, 
Electronic Frontiers Alliance Executive 
Officer Jon Lawrence said: 
  
"Downloading something like Game of 
Thrones without paying for it is a breach of 
copyright but if you're not doing it on a 
commercial scale, it's simply a civil issue and 
it's the copyright owner's problem if they 
want to come after you.“ 
 

The general public’s 
innocuous view of piracy 
means cracking down can 

actually harm a 
company’s public image. 
Over the long term, can 

consumers be re-
educated to take piracy 

more seriously? How can 
this be done? 
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Recent Court Decisions on 
Piracy Cases 

June 29 – 2:30 PM 

Lisa Feldman and Kevin Gilligan will 
talk about this and more during their 
session at the Summit: 

Join like-minded specialists at the 7th Anti-
Piracy & Content Protection Summit, this 
June 25 -27 in Los Angeles, and take part 

in discussions which will shape the 
industry for years to come.  DOWNLOAD THE AGENDA 

Lisa Feldman  
IPR Coordinator  

US Department of 
Justice 

Kevin Gilligan 
Deputy City 

Attorney  
Office of the Los 

Angeles City 
Attorney 

Pirate by Arturo Alejandro Romo Escartin from the Noun Project; Cactus by Michela Tannoia from the Noun Project; pirate skull by Christian Brunner from the Noun Project; Jon Snow by Nive Kekre from the 
Noun Project; Australia by Zarthon from the Noun Project; target user by Gregor Črešnar from the Noun Project; Gavel by Chip Carroll from the Noun Project 
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